
          

The 2011 local elections are a turning 
point for the city of Bergen. We believe 
that voters understand how grave the cur-
rent situation is for our city and that they 
will support an alternative that stands for 
the highest priority and an unrelenting 
focus on ending the health hazard caused 
by our polluted air. Byluftlisten is that 
alternative.

Local elections and democracy
This election is about our city and the 
region of Hordaland and about whether 
sitting local politicians have earned a 
renewed mandate. This is not a national 
parliamentary election, so use your vote 
locally! That helps to sustain a functioning 

local democracy. In Bergen, the current 
city government coalition of Høyre-FrP-
KrF (the Conservatives, the Progress Party 
and the Christian People’s Party) must 
be held responsible in this election. If the 
voters are dissatisfied with how the city is 
being run, then these are the people who 
need to be replaced.

Byluftlisten stands for up-to-date, respon-
sible and sustainable urban development 
that gives our city room to grow. We want 
to secure clean air and accessibility for all 
city residents. We want to create the condi-
tions necessary for better health in a better 
city. Working towards that goal will benefit 
individuals and business alike.

Vote local issues 
in local elections! 

Read our election platform at: www.byluftlisten.org 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

Foreign nationals aged 18 or older may vote in 
Norwegian local elections if they:

• have been registered at the National Popula-
tion Register as resident in Norway for the past 
three years, or
• are citizens of another Nordic country and 
have been registered at the National Population 
Register as resident in Norway since 30 June 
2011.

To vote in the local election you must be listed 
in the municipal register of electors. To find 
out whether your name is in the register, you 
can visit City Hall (Rådhuset) or call City Hall 
at 555 66 400. You can also call Byluftlisten 
directly at 483 67 960.

The elections will be held on 12 September 
2011. You may submit an absentee ballot start-
ing 1 July 2011.

Can I vote in local elections?
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ALDRI MER GIFTLOKK!
Byluftlisten (literally ‘The City Air List’) is on the ballot for the Bergen 
local elections and the Hordaland regional elections in September 
2011. This list of candidates for city and regional office aims to put an 
end to the hazardous air in Bergen once and for all. 



Endre Meyer Tvinnereim
Top candidate 
- municipal election list

Frøy Gudbrandsen
Top candidate 
- county council list

Marte Jürgensen
Second candidate 
- municipal election list

Clean air is the most important is-
sue in this election for a variety of 
reasons. Byluftlisten knows what 
needs to be done and we are wil-
ling to do it.      

Health hazard
Under certain weather conditions the air 
throughout the Bergen valley is extremely 
polluted. In some places it is highly polluted 
all year round. High pollution levels mean 
that the 10 percent of the population that 
suffers from heart disease and/or respiratory 
ailments can not be outdoors. These same 
people are also advised not to live in central 
areas of the city. Everyone is affected 
and children and seniors are particularly 
vulnerable.

Bergen particularly vulnerable
Since Bergen is situated in a valley quite 
far north, we regularly experience poor 
air circulation in the winter. This means 
that Bergen can not cope with as much 
local air pollution as some other cities can. 

Decades of poor political management has 
contributed to the city’s vulnerability.

Stop irresponsible policies
Local politicians have let the people of 
Bergen down, and on several occasions they 
have violated national and international 
pollution level regulations. Current policies 
will make our air even worse to breathe and 
this increases health risks for everyone.

The challenge
We need to reduce emissions of nitrogen 
oxides and particle pollution. Nitrogen 
oxides (Nox) are produced by burning 
petroleum products like diesel, gas, and 
kerosene. Fine-particle pollution comes 
from burning wood and oil products and 
from traffic (road particle matter).

Daring to think big
There are no easy ways out, but at the 
same time we can’t afford to wait any 
longer. Many different measures must be 
implemented. We need candidates who dare 
to be impatient about our city air.

WHy DO yOu nEED ByLuFTLISTEn?
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• Adopt air quality emergency plans that are predict-
able, intelligent and efficient. The key is to: moni-
tor, report, and implement measures.

• Build monitoring stations in all areas of the city to 
ensure clean air where you live.

• Extend the Bergen Light Rail (Bybanen) at a rapid 
pace. This is a public health imperative!

• Reduce emissions: lower emissions would mean 
lower toll fees.

• Make buses and the light rail more attractive than 
driving a car. We want safe, dedicated bike trails!

• Relocate the city port outside the most vulnerable 
area. High emissions ships must be prohibited in the 
inner harbor; cleaner ships can be granted harbor fee 
rebates.

• Establish municipal loans to finance emission-free 
heating and home insulation.

• Build park and ride lots outside the most vulnerable 
areas with non-stop bus service into the city.

• Move heavy transport outside the Bergen valley.
• Build schools and daycare centers close to where 

people live, and create attractive living environments 
around them.
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